
ARNSIDE MESSENGER 
Issue No. 16					     Spring 2009

4          Arnside Messenger, Spring 09

Printed & Published by S.Felton - Arnside Parish Plan Trust - Arnside Messenger © 2009
Printed by Stramongate Press Ltd., Kendal

The society was founded five years 
ago at a public meeting sparked 

off by the renovation of the Cemetery 
Chapel. 

It was clear that an appetite existed 
both for information about the modern 
parish, but also for recording it so that 
future generations would have access to 
it. A membership of about 50, regularly 
swelled by visitors, have been fairly 
stable from the outset. We meet on 
the second Wednesday of each month, 
summer excepted, with titles advertised 
in the Broadsheet, and visitors are 
welcome.

As a community, the Arnside of 
today has a brief history as it was the 
child of the railway, which opened 
up access. However, a great deal has 
happened here since, so we have had 
plenty to study and research. We aim 
to look wider than the village in order 
to understand why it developed as 
it did, and also why it didn’t develop 

before. Arnside was traditionally part of 
Beetham parish, and so for the times up 
to the mid-nineteenth century we share 
a common history that can be explored, 
though so far we haven’t gone far into 
this. Members’ evenings give a chance to 
discuss what people have done.

We also aim to encourage research 
among members by organising regular 
talks about achieving this, from visiting 
the record office in Kendal, to collecting 
oral history and recording the various 
buildings we have around us, including 
the wonderful Arnside Tower. Some of 
this involves heavy involvement and a 
willingness to travel to look for records, but 
simply keeping your eyes open as you go 
around is also an effective way to proceed. 

For those who grew up here, their 
own memories form raw materials for 
fascinating investigations.

				    r
Stephen Caunce
Chairman

Arnside Local History Society - Bringing the past to life

r

Arnside Parish Plan Trust
Village 
Market
Saturday 11th April
10am to 4pm at the 
W.I. Hall

Local produce, cakes, gifts, Fairtrade 
stall, teas & refreshments

Come along and support your local traders

Ashmeadow Woodland

The Barnes Trust is currently in the 
process of making safe and preventing 

further deterioration, of the old gardener’s 
cottage in Ashmeadow Woodland. This 
work will be completed during 2009. 

The Trust operates a guided visit 
facility to the woodlands (for small 
groups and school visits) and would like 
to encourage local groups to book a visit. 
By taking a guided visit you can learn a lot 
about the woodland, the flora and fauna, 
orchard,  walled garden and wildlife.

The woodland is typical of the semi-natural 
woodland found around the Morecambe 
Bay limestone area. The principal species 
are Oak, Ash, Beech and Wild Cherry.

The woodlands provide a haven for 
wildlife with more than 26 species of birds. 
The old walled garden is being managed as 
a wild-flower meadow and provides another 
rich habitat for wildlife.

If you would like further details or to 
book a visit please contact either Pete 
McSweeney on 01524 761113 or Sandy 
Felton on 01524 762653.

Playground Work Starts

Planning was granted for the new 
playground equipment and layout on 

Arnside Memorial Playing Field at the 
beginning of March.  Work has started on 
building the wall and on preparation of the site.  

Unfortunately, it is anticipated that the 
playground will be out of action this summer 
and the Playground Working Group (PWG) 
apologize for any inconvenience to users of 
the playing field whilst this work is being 
undertaken.

Work continues to raise funds to improve 
and renovate the children’s play facilities 
with almost £50,000 raised so far but there is 
another £20,000 still to raise. A recent quiz 
night at The Albion raised £580 including 
a donation from the Albion Community 
Fund.

The PWG will have a cake stall at the 
village markets on Saturday 11th April 
and on Saturday 20th June.

Dennis Bradbury will host another 
Arnside Archive.  This will be held at the 
Cemetery chapel Saturday 6th June 10am 
to 4pm.  We hope you will support both 
these events.

The PWG has made more grant 
applications.  All funds are over subscribed 
and we compete with many other projects.  
Because Arnside is not classed as a ‘deprived’ 
or ‘disadvantaged’ area many funds are not 
open to us.   Help us meet our target in 
the next few months - why not organise an 
event or make a donation. Contact Rachel 
Dutfield on 762573 or Sandy Felton on 
762653 for further information.

Work starts on the new playground

The next edition of the Messenger will
appear in the summer.

If you have suitable material for that 
edition please email the Editor, 
Sandy Felton, email address:

arnsidemessenger@btinternet.com



		 Arnside gains Fairtrade 
status

Arnside has now 
officially been 

declared a Fairtrade 
Village.  We are the 
20th town/village to 
gain Fairtrade status 
in Cumbria.  Cumbria 
itself is one of only two 
Fairtrade counties in the 
country.

During Fairtrade fortnight in 
February/March the group held a stall on 
the promenade to promote Fairtrade and 
sell Fairtrade products.  In order to raise 
awareness amongst the young people of 
the village, a Fairtrade assembly was 
held at Arnside National School.

In addition the senior group at Arnside 
Youth Project had an activity session on 

2          Arnside Messenger, Spring 09 	 Arnside Messenger, Spring 09          3

Fairtrade chocolate and the junior group 
learnt about Fairtrade bananas.

As usual Arnside Fairtrade Steering 
Group will have a stall at the Easter village 
market on Saturday 11th April and on June 
20th there will be a Fairtrade Garden Party 
at ‘Three Roods,’ New Barns Road.

Volunteers  at  the stall on the 
Promenade during Fairtrade fortnight.

Our ‘Bobby’ on the beat

Kendal Rural Neighbourhood policing 
team is responsible for policing 

Arnside. When at full quota there are 
20 response officers working out of 
Milnthorpe Police Station  covering an 
area from Grange in the West, Sedbergh in 
the North and Kirkby Lonsdale in the East.  
Their role is to respond to calls passed 
to them from Cumbria Constabulary 
Headquarters in Penrith.  

Arnside’s response officer is Belinda 
Friend, who is also responsible for  
Beetham and Storth. She is assisted 
by Police Community Support Officer 
(PCSO) Rachel Thomas. The main role 
of  a PCSO is to provide a visible and 
re-assuring presence, deal with minor 
offences such as anti-social behaviour, 
youth disorder as well as provide crime 
prevention advice.

Rachel has worked as a PCSO since 
last May when she finished university.  She 
makes regular visits to Arnside usually 2 
or 3 times a week.

If you see her walking round the village 
feel free to stop her and have a chat.  

Rachel has started to get involved 
with Neighbourhood Watch groups so if 
any Arnside co-ordinators need help or 
information then Rachel can be contacted  
via the main Cumbria Constabulary 

number   0845 3300247 or via e.mail: 
kendal_rural@cumbria.police.uk

Alternatively you can call into 
Milnthorpe Library on the 2nd Monday of 
every month where Rachel holds a drop in 
session from 5.30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

FOR POLICE EMERGENCIES 
DIAL 999

FOR NON-URGENT CALLS DIAL 
0845 3300247

Rachel Thomas, Arnside’s Police 
Community Support Officer

Get Ready for Digital
Stage I of the digital 

switchover in Arnside will take 
place on 24th June* when BBC2 
analogue is switched off.

You will have to re-tune your 
digital equipment to pick up 
available channels. Stage 2 from 
22nd July will see remaining 
analogue channels switched 

off. Re-tune again to pick up all 
available digital channels.

For information on the digital 
switchover go to: 

www.digitaluk.co.uk
or telephone 08456 50 50 50 

*Caldbeck main transmitter and 
all its dependent relays
Winter Hill (Granada) switch 
starts on 4th November.

AONB Matters
By the time you read this, our merry 

band of volunteers should have been 
out to bring you your copy of The Bittern 
2009, but don’t worry if you have not 
received one… copies are also available 
at various outlets in the village including 
the Doctors’ Surgery and the Library.  

This year’s publication has the usual 
favourites from our partners but also 
some new additions such as ‘Reptiles of 
the AONB’ and an interesting article on 
how you can get involved in caring for 
this beautiful Area. 

Another new feature is “My favourite 
walk” which this year takes place in 
Trowbarrow. 

We’d love to hear from you if you 
would like to send us your own personal 
favourite for next year’s edition.   

Once you’ve sampled the Trowbarrow 
walk, you may like to try out others. We 
have a good selection of leaflets covering a 
wide range of walks including Easy Access 
walks which are suitable for the less mobile 
and families with young children. All these 
leaflets are available free of charge from the 
AONB office.

Dave Askew  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Arnside Parish Council

Thursday 30th April, 7.30pm
W.I. Hall, Orchard Road.


